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What is the SSC?
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The Student Sustainability Committee (SSC) is here to make the campus more 
sustainable through student and faculty-led projects. It is student-led!

Students pay 2 fees 
totaling $18 each--the 
Sustainable Campus 
Environment Fee and 
the Cleaner Energy 
Technologies Fee

This sums up to ~$2 million 
a year that goes towards 
student and faculty-led 
sustainability projects

The Student Sustainability 
Committee distributes the fund to 
sustainable projects across campus 
as well as sustainability 
programming!



SSC’s Impact
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Since 2008, the SSC has allocated $15,242,223.24 toward funding 373 projects that have made 
an impact on campus sustainability!



Getting Involved with the SSC 
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The SSC is comprised of both undergraduate and 
graduate students. If you have a passion for 
environmental and sustainable stewardship, join the 
SSC today!



Past SSC Funded Projects
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Geothermal Energy in the CIF Red Oak Rain Garden Solar Farm 2.0

& many more!



Developing Your Projects
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-Who: individuals or communities can your project reach? 
-What: working groups and frameworks to build projects on?
-When: is the timeline or temporal scale for your project?
-Where: are the ecosystems, communities, and geographic locations 
affected?
-Why: has your passion got you to this project? Can you bring your 
style to this project; there are many ways to implement a project, 
make it unique to you!



Global Sustainability Frameworks
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Leaders from around the 
world collected at the United 
Nations Summit and created 
a globally recognized set of 
sustainability goals.

“There is no ‘Plan B’ 
because we do not have a 
‘Planet B.’ We have to work 
and galvanize our action.” 

-UN Secretary, General Ban-
Ki Moon



The United Nations 17 Sustainable Development Goals 
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• How can your ROF project 
incorporate the United Nations 
17 SDG?

• Which areas of sustainable 
development can be most 
impacted?

• What aspects of your project can 
have the most outreach and help 
the most?

•
What level of societal 
development do you want to 
reach? Local, community, or 
corporate? 



What type of working group does your project fall into?
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1. Energy
2. Education and Justice
3. Land, Air, and Water
4. Transportation and Infrastructure
5. Food and Waste

Identifying your sustainability goals, 
combined with the working group type of 
your project, will allow you to specify and 
narrow your project.

The more specific a project is, the easier it 
is to define deliverables and results.  

Time can be efficiently used with a specific 
goal and target in mind, resulting in 
successful projects!



Your Challenge
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For this competition, you will develop an innovative plan or solution that promotes one 
or more of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals while taking account of 
other relevant SDGs. 
In doing so, you will address a particular sustainability problem or challenge, which 
could be at a local, regional, national, or international level anywhere in the world. 
Your plan or solution could be a program for a government or private entity, proposal, 
product or service, system, business plan, event, social media platform, app, game, 
law, organization, educational initiative, or something else. Your plan or solution must 
be presented in the form of a fact sheet.



Judging Criteria
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Today's goals
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We want to get your project competition ready!

-Have a panel for project leaders to get direction and individualized support for your project 
proposal. 

-Allow time for community feedback.

-Generate energy and community support for the Reimagine Our Future Competition.

-Eat pizza!

-Demonstrate successful projects from past competitions.  

Let's take a look at an example project from last year



Last year's Reimagine Our Future Winner’s Fact Sheet
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Observations
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What did you notice?
- Inclusion of SDG's
- Introduction of the challenge
- Feasibility and scalability
- To the point, explained efficiently
- Incorporates what might make the implementation difficult

• Remember this is just an example, we want you to be creative in 
presentation and execution!



Competition Deadlines
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Where and How to Choose a Specialist Advisor
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https://reimagine.web.illinois.edu/find-a-
specialist-advisor/

https://reimagine.web.illinois.edu/find-a-specialist-advisor/
https://reimagine.web.illinois.edu/find-a-specialist-advisor/


Contacts
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Student Sustainability Committee
Claire Keating – SSC Chair SSC-Chair@illinois.edu
Tori Lawlor – SSC Vice-Chair of Communications SSC SSC-Communications@illinois.edu
Codie Sterner – SSC Interim Assistant Director SSC-Advisor@illinois.edu

Reimagine Advisory Team
Professor Leon Liebenberg – leonl@illinois.edu
(Teaching Professor, Department of Nuclear, Plasma, and Radiological Engineering)

Professor Robert McKim – rmckim@illinois.edu
(Emeritus Professor, Department of Religion)

Professor Warren Lavey – lavey@illinois.edu
(Adjunct Professor, School of Earth, Society & Environment and College of Law)

Student Assistants
Allie Cruz – SSC Education and Justice Chair SSC-EducationAndJustice@illinois.edu
Allie Garlin- agarlin2@illinois.edu
Erin Kelley – erinmk3@illinois.edu

mailto:SSC-Chair@illinois.edu
mailto:SSC-Communications@illinois.edu
mailto:SSC-Advisor@illinois.edu
mailto:leonl@illinois.edu
mailto:rmckim@illinois.edu
mailto:lavey@illinois.edu
mailto:SSC-EducationAndJustice@illinois.edu
mailto:agarlin2@illinois.edu
mailto:erinmk3@illinois.edu


Reimagine Our Future QR Codes
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Website Link Fact Sheet Requirements



Fact Sheet Development
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