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The Challenge

S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y  C O M P E T I T I O N

Reimagine Our Future: What this competition is all about

The global sustainability crisis is an 
opportunity for humanity to learn to 
flourish without compromising the 
natural systems upon which we 
depend.
Many global sustainability challenges!
Global climate change; persistent poverty; food and water 
insecurity; lack of quality of education; multiple dimensions of 
inequities; loss of biodiversity; etc. 

Your Mission

Develop, alone or in a team, a bold and innovative plan or 
solution that promotes one or more of the United Nations’ 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
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UN Sustainable Development Goals

The United Nations 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals (or SDGs). 
https://sdg.data.gov/

https://sdg.data.gov/
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Finding a problem to solve

What changes would you like to see?
What is the magnitude (scope) of the problem? What is distinct about the problem?

What events caused this problem?  How long has it existed?  Why is it a problem?  
Who has been involved?  When and how was it discovered?   Where is it located?

What changes in surroundings, equipment, procedures, or personnel occurred that could 
possibly be related to the problem?

What are the specific causes of the problem?  How are these factors related?

Does the problem pose a threat to people, the organization, the community, 
the environment? 
In what way?  Does it have long-term or short-term effects?

How complex is the problem?  How are the different aspects related?  
Is the problem connected with other problems?

Can some of the factors be dealt with separately?  How would this affect the 
overall problem?

1. Problem 
Definition

2. Idea Generation
3. Idea Evaluation
4. Implementation
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Idea Generation (“Ideation”)

Collect information. Search the Internet
Zoom out: See the big picture first, avoid getting lost in details
Withhold your judgment
Try and build an abstract model (symbols, equations, etc.)
Ask BIG questions
Have a will to doubt
Try to work backwards to find a solution path
Zoom in
Explore directions that appear plausible
Try and find root causes
Use an analogy whenever you can think of one
Follow your emotions!

1. Problem 
Definition

2. Idea Generation
3. Idea Evaluation
4. Implementation
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Idea evaluation

Discuss your problem and your ideas with friends
Listen to the ideas of others
Rank your ideas
Look for quality, not quantity.  Make ideas better
Make “wild” ideas more practical
Continue to defer negative judgment
Synthesize and optimize ideas!

1. Problem 
Definition

2. Idea Generation
3. Idea Evaluation
4. Implementation

Idea Synthesis

Force-fitting

Synthesis

New Ideas

1 2

3 4



Talk with an expert
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Developing your idea into a submission

Your work will be graded by specialists and non-specialists
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Communicate your idea

Be concrete, not abstract
Avoid passive voice
Use strong verbs to tell a story
Banish filler, Get to the point
Use graphics or photos to enhance explanations 
or context
Keep things SIMPLE (but not too simple!)
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Tell a great “story”

You can’t have better futures without better dreams
Re-imagine the future you want
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